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One of the goals of this assignment is to assess student competence for each of these objectives: Written and Oral Communication— write organized essays with a clear thesis; support the thesis with details, examples, reasons, and other evidence; vary sentence structure and length as appropriate; employ strategies in a manner appropriate to a given audience; conform to the grammar, punctuation, and spelling rules of edited American English with a minimum of errors. Critical Analysis and Reasoning—apply the critical thinking skills of analysis, synthesis, and evaluation for a variety of texts; employ rhetorical strategies to express complex ideas3. Technological Competence— utilize learning management systems and word processing programs as appropriate to the academic environment.4. Information Literacy— conduct research; access and choose appropriate academic sources; evaluate sources by examining authority, currency, validity, and reliability; incorporate appropriate academic sources into essays by summarizing, quoting, and paraphrasing correctly; document sources according to the assigned formatting and style guide.5. Local and Global Diversity— examine a variety of complex texts from diverse perspectives and authorship; demonstrate an awareness of historical, social, and political contexts. FOR YOUR ASSIGNMENT: How can we address the novel we're reading (the Metamorphosis or Brave New World) as a CULTURAL ARTIFACT? Analysis is an essential skill needed to for success in college and in life. An analysis involves first breaking down the information presented in a work into individual pieces and then examining the pieces to better understand the whole. Almost anything can be analyzed. This assignment asks you to analyze a cultural product, which must be approved by your teacher. A cultural product may include images, videos, advertisements, written and oral texts, and much more. Cultural product(s) include: Literature— a short story, novel, poem or play Music— a song, album, video or performer Cinema or Television— a character in a movie or TV series Advertising— a specific ad or an ad campaign—print, internet, or television. Social media— a blog, Tumblr, Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter site Print media— a specific magazine Fashion— a specific article of clothing or fashion within a specific era Toys— a specific toy or a category of toys (Barbie, Rag Dolls, G.I. Figures, Appliances, etc.)Visual Art: photography, painting, sculpture. Technology—a specific gadget or company As you analyze, consider the following questions: How does this cultural product contain or promote specific values? How is it representative of wider social assumptions that are reproduced and circulated and/or published, including the scope and method of circulation? How is the product experienced or interpreted? How does it contribute to and actively shape cultural ideals and expectations? How does it support or revise conventional ideas, practices, or expectations? How does it utilize symbolism to create meaning? How does it participate in influencing the formation of personal or group identity? What is its role in society? What essential elements of its form (visual or textual composition, style, presentation) contribute to its meaning? How does it adhere to conventions of a larger genre or category? (the “genre” may be action movies, men’s magazines, etc. In the process of considering these questions, you should do some research to become better informed about possible topics. After considering these guiding questions, determine which question or questions lead you to develop an insightful and informed interpretation of the significance of a cultural product. In generating your idea for this essay, identify the elements of the cultural product that best support your central interpretation and craft a coherent essay presenting and defending that interpretation. OTHER INFORMATION: Audience: Your audience is your instructor and other members of the class, representative of an adult, educated, academic audience. Sources: Utilize a search strategy and library databases to locate appropriate academic sources.
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