Political Cartoon Analysis: American Imperialism. For this assignment, you will analyze 4 political cartoons from the era of American Imperialism. Choose 1 cartoon favoring imperialism, 1 cartoon favoring anti-imperialism or isolationism, 1 featuring Theodore Roosevelt, and 1 pertaining to the Open Door Policy. In a well-written paragraph, you are to identify details, symbolism, irony, bias, etc. detailing each of the four cartoons. In addition, what is the main idea the author is trying to portray. What background knowledge is needed to understand the cartoon? Things to observe in the political cartoon: 1. What do you notice first? 2. What is happening in the cartoon? What people and objects are shown? How are they arranged? How do they relate to one another? 3. Is the cartoon realistic or is it exaggerated? 4. How (if any) does the captioning relate to the cartoon? 5. What is the cartoon’s message? 6. What symbols are in the cartoon? 7. Who drew the cartoon? Or who published the cartoon? 8. Does the cartoon convey a direct political message?

