Topic Essay on Leadership and Comparison between Ancient East and West Worlds. This essay will be compiled of TWO 1000 word topic essays: 1. Leadership. Compare and contrast the principles of good leadership/government that emerge from the primary sources we have read about in three of the following civilizations: the Chinese, Indians, and the Greeks & Romans [take the Greeks and Romans together or just one of them as you like]. What strikes you as most significant, the similarities or the differences in their presentation of good government and leadership? Note: We’ve ‘been there, done that’ with respect to Gilgamesh and Hammurabi, so Mesopotamia is left off the list of options. 2. East and West comparison. Chinese and Indian civilizations grew up independently in relative geographic isolation. Hebrew ethical monotheism and Greco-Roman “rational humanism,” while quite different, evolved independently but in the close geographical proximity in the wake of Mesopotamian and Egyptian civilizations and then coalesced in the Roman world. Which of the Chinese philosophies or Indian religions seems most like or unlike (your choice) any of the latter ‘western’ ones? – an introduction in which you state your thesis. [See below for guidance on writing a thesis] – three paragraphs, one for each item being compared/contrasted, in which you relate evidence and examples from primary sources that we have read to illustrate your arguments – and a conclusion, which summarizes your thesis, major assertions, and evidence. It can also ‘open up’ to some larger consideration or observation. Your essay could, of course, have more paragraphs.
