CCJS105 Spring 2023 WRITING ASSIGNMENT: This paper is designed for you to critically assess a theory of interest, as well as apply criminological theory to real-world phenomena. First, you will select the criminological theory of your choice. You may use any theory we have discussed or will discuss in this course (your textbook has a reference table of theories). You will introduce the theory and explain how it originated. You will state who the theorist(s) is. You will summarize the major components of the theory. You will end this paragraph with a thesis statement about the support that the theory has received (strong support, partial support, little to no support); this thesis statement will be based on the empirical articles you review in the next part of the paper. Next, you will read two empirical articles which test your theory. The articles may not be summaries of the theory; the researchers must have performed a study. You will describe these two articles independently of one another. For each study, you will discuss what the authors were specifically studying, their hypotheses, their research method, their sample, and the main findings of their study. Do not worry about the statistical analyses; tell me what they found in plain language. Be sure to describe the study sample and all findings from the analyses. You will conclude your discussion of each article by stating whether or not the study supports your theory and to what degree (e.g., it supports one part of the theory but not the other parts, all parts were supported, no parts were supported). Next, you will provide two circumstances in which the theory is useful for explaining crime and one circumstance in which the theory is not useful for explaining crime. This can either be rooted in the context of the articles you read, or as a more general statement. For this, take into consideration the limitations of the theory you chose as well as the context surrounding how the theory was developed. What situations/crimes can the theory explain well? Are there situations/crimes in which the theory cannot be applied or doesn’t make sense? Discuss these questions and be sure to address exactly why or why not the theory is useful. Finally, you will conclude your paper by summarizing the arguments you made throughout. This includes the extent of empirical support based on the two peer-reviewed articles you found as well as an overview of the usefulness of the theory. Formatting and Requirements: ● Your paper must be between 3 and 4 full pages. You will format your paper as follows: size 12 font, Times New Roman, double-spaced, with one-inch margins on all sides. You must also include page numbers. ● You will include a cover page that is NOT included in your 3-4 page limit. Your cover page will include your name, your UID number, and the title of your paper. Your first page of content should begin with your first paragraph. ● You must use in-text citations AND provide a reference list, both of which must be in APA format. Failure to include either in-text citations, a reference list, or both will result in a 0 on the paper and consideration for referral to the Honor Council for review. ● You may use only one (if any) direct quote in your paper. APA style requires you to paraphrase. Your grade will suffer if you use more than one quote. It is also important that you understand the difference between plagiarism and paraphrasing and that you must always cite the source you are paraphrasing. ● You may not use first person in your paper. ● You are expected to use proper spelling, grammar, and writing conventions in your paper. ● Do not feel that you need to write this as a 5-paragraph essay. Use as many paragraphs as you feel are appropriate. Learning how to effectively organize a paper is an important skill. ● See the following website for an APA formatting guide: ○ https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_ style_guide/general_format.html ● Your paper is due on Monday, April 17, 2023 by 11:59pm EST on ELMS. ● You must submit your paper as a PDF. Any submission after 11:59pm EST is considered late. Late papers will lose 10% for every day they are late. You have 5 days to submit the writing assignment late, with a maximum penalty of 50%. Proper Sources ● Using online summaries of theories and their origins is strictly prohibited. Examples include Wikipedia or any other summary source such as an encyclopedia. ● You must use the Library database or Google Scholar to locate credible peer-reviewed journal articles to use as sources for this paper. The University Libraries Database Finder is a useful resource. ● We strongly suggest (but do not require) that you seek your TA’s approval of your empirical articles to ensure that they are appropriate for this assignment. Use of inappropriate sources will negatively affect your grade. ● You may not use lecture notes as a source for your citations, but you may use the textbook as a source to explain your theory, however, it may not be your only source; the empirical articles which test your theory will also explain the theory, at least to some degree. Plagiarism ● We take plagiarism very seriously. When you submit your paper to ELMS, it will go through Turnitin software. Turnitin will generate an originality report that tells you and me the percentage of your paper that it deems unoriginal. There is no magic number of acceptability; we will review each percentage on a case-by-case basis. However, if your percentage is in the yellow or red zones, you should consider whether you ought to rework portions of your paper. ● If you are suspected of plagiarism or any other academic integrity violation, we will refer you to the Honor Council for review. Plagiarism, whether intentional or unintentional, is not tolerated in this course or by this department. The University has resources online that can help you determine what constitutes plagiarism.
