Research Paper Proposal 1. What is the general topic you want to learn and write about? The general topic must be an objective examination of a topic related to all four breadth areas and it must have a global perspective or be of global significance. Remember your topic may not be related to your major. 2. Explain how the topic is related to EACH of the four breadth areas, or how you can use the perspectives of the breadth areas to examine the topic of your research within its global context. 3. What is the purpose of the study? Why have you chosen this particular general topic? Do you intend to educate or illuminate a particular group about your topic? Do you intend that this group or person will change its/his/her thinking or take action because of your study? 4. What is your research question? You are not conducting field research (i.e., survey data, interviews, primary source data). Research in this context means investigating a topic in depth using credible sources. Your research question guides what sources you select and read in depth. This is a specific, clear, concise question you have about the topic that is grounded in facts that can be discovered in the literature. Remember that the question should be intellectually challenging and not be one that can be answered with a simple “yes,” “no,” or “maybe.” Review your question for its clarity and scope. Will the question point you to specific information on your topic? Will you be able to find enough information on the topic? Is it so broad that you will get hundreds or thousands of articles on the topic? Could you write approximately 8-10 pages that illuminate what scholars are writing about on this question? 5. What is your working thesis? This is your tentative answer to your research question; your best educated guess as to what the answer will be. If, in the end, you find something different, that is OK. There is no right or wrong here. This is to get you thinking about what you expect to find on your topic. Your thesis should be concise; 1-2 sentences. 6. What resources will you use in collecting your information? Using the professional literature is a requirement. Professional literature will come primarily from articles in the Ottawa University library databases. If you choose to use a popular press (e.g., magazine, blog, or newspaper), you must indicate why such a source is important for answering your research question. In other words, if your research question is probing issues in the popular press, that would be a reason to include some of these sources. If not, do not use them. Would your research be enhanced by interviewing anyone? If so, that person must be a professional, credible source (e.g., not your friend, colleague, or family member). Your final paper will require 8 different references (no more than 5 years old), at least 5 of which need to be peer-reviewed articles from scholarly journals, and all eight must be listed on the References page. Conduct a preliminary search. List here a minimum of 4 references, one for each of the breadth areas which you may be able to utilize in your final paper.
